WASHINGTON, DO 204510

July 12, 2017

The Honorable Gene L. Dodaro
Comptroller General of the United States
Governmenit Accountability Office

441 G-Sireet, NW

Washington, DC 20548

Dear Mr. Dodaro:

We write to request that the Govermment Accountability Office (GAQ) examine the xmpact of
President Trump’s Presidential Memorandum signed on. January 23, 2017, that reinstates the
Mexico City Policy, also known as'the Global Gag Rule. This memeorandum cxpandﬂ; the
application of the policy to global health sssistance furnished by the 1J.S. government, including
through the United States Department of: State (State) United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), and the Departmenit of Defense (DoD).

Guidarice released on March 2, 2017, requires foreign non-goverhmental organizations (NGOs)
that receive family planning assistance to ccrufy that they will not provide, counsel, or refer for
abortion as amethod of family planning, even in countries where abortion is legal, as a condition
of eligibility for receiving U.S. funding. This policy also-affects any 11.8. NGOs that receive U.S.
family planning assistance and have grants or cooperative agreements with foreign NGOs.

_Further guidance r¢leased.on May 15, 201 7,-'expz_mded- the application of the Global Géag Rule to
global healfh assistance furnished by State, USAID, and DoD.

We-are coricemed that this policy will hurt women and families, U.S. tax dollars will be used less:
efficiently and U.S, global health efforts will be less effective and more: expensiveasa result of
this policy. To that end, we respectfully réquest.that the GAO conduct a comprehensive review
of the newly imposed and expanded policy and produce a report.

We have inclirded initial questions below to be'gin-the research process, but will follow up with
additional questions if supplementary guidance is released:.

i. Departmentsand agencies implicated: What federal departments and agencies are
covered by the original Memorandum and the expanded policy guidance? Within these
departments and agencies, which U.S.-funded foreign assistance programs will be
affected by this policy? Within each program, how many funding agreements are affected
by-the policy? What is GAQ’s best-estimate on how many of these fanding agreements
will be terminated, or not renewed, because of the policy?



2. lmpact on global health assistarce: Flow much current global health assistance
(including funding, technical assistance, commodities, and fellowships) provided by the
U.8: government to forcign NGOs will nced te be reprogrammed as a result of the
reinstated and expanded policy, and where will the TEPro grammed funds be invested?
What is the effect of repro gramming this global health assistance? In addition, will
interruptions in aid oceur because of reprogramming?

3. Assessment of programmatic impact: What is the effect of the new rule on programs in
Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Uganda, as-they are the top three recipients of US family planning
aid? FHow will the Global Gag:-Rule affect programmatic objectivés-and cutcomes in the
.reievant._depamncntsahcl}ﬂgcﬂ_éit:s_? ‘What are.anticipated impacts on service delivery and
heatth outcomes in affected communities? What safeguards-could be putin place to
protect patients of clinics that may be defurided under the Global Gag Rule where
effective aliernatives are not.available? What mechanisms will be used'to continue to
monitor the impact of the'policy across time and regions?

“Thank you for your assistance with this request. If you have any questions, please-contact-
il‘l ‘Senator J¢ canne Shaheen s office at

P EERRY o SR W i 5o Susan
Colliis office ati— or at AN

Sincerely,_

Jeanne Shaheen - Susan M. Collins
United States Senator - United States Sendtor

P@ Mux‘ray 0 : Lisa Murkowski:
United States Senator United States Senator
Richard Blumenthal

United States Senator



