
April 8, 2022

The Honorable Michael Regan 
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Regan,

We are writing regarding the importance of diversifying our fuel supply by using tools like the 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) to improve the United States’ energy security and ease the 
burden of rising energy prices for our constituents. With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
exacerbating volatility in international oil markets, we should look toward more fully utilizing 
the RFS to promote home-grown fuels. 

Increased integration of advanced biofuels into the fuel stream can boost fuel supply and reduce 
reliance on foreign oil and fossil fuels more broadly. Accordingly, we request that you increase 
final volume requirements for advanced biofuels in 2022 and propose robust volume obligations 
for 2023 and subsequent years in a timely manner. Ambitious targets would provide the stability 
and certainty needed to drive investments in the types of advanced biofuels that will further our 
energy independence while lowering greenhouse gas emissions, supporting rural economies and 
benefiting consumers.

Approving languishing applications and pathways for electricity produced from biomass, waste-
to-energy and other renewable feedstocks is one important step the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) can immediately take to bolster the RFS. In 2020, Congress made clear its 
expectation that EPA address the backlog of advanced biofuel registrations so that more fuel 
producers can participate in the RFS. The explanatory statement accompanying the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2021 (P.L.116-260) provided direction and funding for the EPA to process
existing applications under the Renewable Fuels Pathway II for the electric pathway. We urge 
EPA to take swift action on this directive, which will also help rural economies and local 
governments and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and we request a briefing on the status of the
Agency’s efforts to carry out Congress’ directions regarding the electric pathway. EPA must act 
with urgency to address obstacles limiting biomass power generation—and the forest-based 
industries it supports—so that we can ensure the transition toward more electric vehicles is 
fueled by low-carbon power sources and so that biomass power facilities are able to continue 
processing hazardous fuels cleared out of forests to reduce wildfire risk. It is crucial that 
pathways for biomass power be established in time for biomass power producers to participate in
the electricity program as soon as it is instated. 

Further, the RFS plays an important role in bringing advanced biofuels to the market that can 
have benefits beyond the transportation sector. The production of affordable and sustainable low-



carbon fuels will benefit consumers in the Northeast in particular, where nearly 20 percent of 
households continue to rely on heating oil to heat their homes. The cost of heating oil in New 
England began the winter season higher than recent years and has spiked to nearly $5 per gallon 
in recent weeks, placing a significant burden on consumers. Biodiesel and other renewable fuels 
play an increasingly important role in offering families in New England affordable alternatives to
heating oil that can be used without costly modifications to their home heating systems. We 
respectfully ask that you use the policy tools at your disposal to encourage advanced biofuels 
that insulate consumers from fluctuating energy costs.   

As you work to finalize volume obligations for the current program and look ahead toward 2023 
and beyond, we ask that you consider robust requirements that fully utilize the capacity of the 
biofuel industry. With an ambitious program for advanced biofuels, the RFS can ramp up 
incentives to develop and deploy the next generation of affordable low-carbon fuels in the 
transportation sector and for home heating. 

We look forward to working with you to diversify our fuel supply and address the needs of our 
constituents.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senator

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator

Page 2


