CAN19201 S.L.C.

116TH CONGRESS
18T SESSION S. RES.

Supporting the goals of International Women's Day.

IN TIHE SENATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on

RESOLUTION

Supporting the goals of International Women’s Day.

Whereas, as of March 2019, there are approximately
3,700,000,000 women in the world;

Whereas women and girls around the world—

(1) have fundamental human rights;

(2) play a eritical role in providing and caring for
their families;

(3) contribute substantially to food security, eco-
nomic growth, and the prevention and resolution of con-
flict; and

(4) must be empowered to more fully participate in
the political, social, and economic lives of their commu-
nities in order to accelerate the growth of healthier, more
stable socicties;
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Whereds the advaneement and empowerment of women and
girls around the world is a foreign policy priority for the
United States;

Whereas the National Security Strategy of the United States,
‘published in December 2017—

(1) deelares that “socicties that empower women to
participate fully m ¢vie and economie life are more pros-
perous and peaceful”’;

(2) supports “efforts to advance women’s equality,
pnotéc_t the rights of women and girls, and promote
women and youth empowerment programs™; and

(3) reeoenizes that ‘5g’0v<3r1'1111e11ts- that fail to treat
women equally do not allow their soeieties to reach their

potential™;

Whereas the United States National Action Plan on Wonicen,
Peace, and Security, revised in June 2016, states,
“Deadly -conflicts can be more effectively avoided, and
peace ¢an be best forged and sustained, whern women be-
come equal partners in all aspeets of peacebuilding and.
conflict. prevention, whicn their lives are protected, their

voices heard, and their perspectives taken into aceount.”;

Whereas there are 79 national action plans relating to the
empowerment of women around the world, 11 regional
action plans, and several additional national aetion plans
known to be in development;

Whereas the joitt strategy of the Department of State #nd
the United States Ageney for International Development
entitled “Department of State & USAID Joint Strategy
on Countering Violent Extréemism” and dated May
2016—
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(1) notes that women can play a eritical role in iden-
tifying and addressing drivers of wviolent extremism in
their families, communities, and broader society; and
(2) commits to supporting programs that engage
women “‘as key stakcholders in preventing and eountering

violent extremism in their ecommunities™;

Whereas, aceording to theé Bureau of Intéeinational Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs of the Departmient of
State, the full and meaningful participation of women in
secirity forees vastly enhances the effedtiveniess of the se-

earity forces;

Whereas, despite the contributions of women to soelety, hun-
dreds of millions of women and girls around the world
continue to be denied the right to participate freely in
civic and economic life, lack fundamental legal protec-

tions, and are left vulnerable to exploitation and abuse;

Whereas, every year, approximately 12,000,000 girls are mar-
ried before they rach the age of 18, which means that—
(1) nearly 33,000 girls are married every day; or

(2) nearly 23 girl§ are married every minute;

Whereas, aceording to the Imternational Labour Organiza-
tion, 71 percent of the estimated 40,300,000 vietims of
modern slavery in 2016 were women or girls, with girls
representing 3 out of every4 child trafficking vietims;

Whereas, according to UNICER-—

(1) approximately Vi of girls between the ages of 15
and 19 are vietims of physical violence;

(2) approximately 15,000,000 givls betaveén the ages
of 15 and 19 have experienced rape or other forced sex-
ual acts; and
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(3) an estimated 1 in 3 women around the world has

experienced some form-of physical or sexual violenee;

Whereas, aceording to the 2018 report of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime entitled “Global Report on
Trafficking in Persons”, 72 percent of all detected traf-

ticking victims are women or girls;

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the United States Government
launched @ strategy entitled “United States Strategy to
Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based Violence Glob-
ally”, which is the first interagency strategy that—

(1) addresses gender-based violenee around the
world;

(2) advances the rights and status of women and
girls;

(8) promotes gender equality in United States. for-
eign policy; and

(4) works to bring about a world in which all ndi-
viduals can pursue their aspivations without the threat of

violence;

Whereas, in June 2016, the Departmient of State released an
update to that strategy, underseoring that “preventing
and responding to gender-hased violeneé 18 a cornerstone
of the U.8. Government’s commitment to advancing
human tights and prométing gender equality and the em-

powerment of wonien and girls’™;

Whereas, micord-in'gj to the United Nations Iintity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (commonly re-
ferred to as “UN Women’"), peace negotiations are more
likely to end in a peace agreement when women and
women’s groups play a meaningful role in the negotiation
Process;
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Whereas, according to a study by the International Peace In-

stitute, a peace agreement is 35 pereent more likely to

last at least 15 years if women: participate in the develop-
ment of the peace agreement;

Whereas, on October 6, 2017, the Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity Act of 2017 (22 U.8.C. 2152j et seq.) was cuacted
into law, which ineludes requirements for a governmeént-
wide “Women, Peace, and Security Strategy’’ to promote
and. strengthen \vomejl"s participation in peacc¢ negotia-
tions and conflict preverition overseas, enhanced training
for velevant United States Govermiient personnel, and

follow-up cvaluations of the effeetivencss of the stratégy:

Whereas, o October 25, 2018, Ambassador Jonathan Cohen,
United States Deputy Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, stated i the United Nations Security
Couneil Annual Open Debate on Women, Peace and Se-
curity that—

(1} “promoting women's ¢gual and meaningful iniclu-
sion. and participation aeross cfforts to restore sceurity,
promote -demoeracy and good governance, and support.
economic developmient are not women’s issues; they are
vital niational security issues”;

- (2) “our experience shows that women often have
the best understanding of the needs of their commu-
' nitles”;

(3) “the United States believes strongly that conn-
tries with high rates of gender inequality are more likely
to. experience instability and deadly contlict
|m]eaningful participation of women at all levels of secu-
rity work, including in mmiform, can help counteract this
wortying trend”;
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(4) “empowering women econontically starts with en-
suring girls have aceess to education . . . |glirls suffer
most when there are attacks on schools or when combat-
ants misuse schools to support, combatant operations’;

() “if we hope to prevent conflicts and build lasting
peace, promote better governance, and advance sostain-
able ceonomie growth, we must empower women as full
and equal partners at every step”; and

(6) “women are half the population . . . [i]t's only
right that they be full participants in the discussions and
decisions. that shape owr present and those that will
shape our futures’;

Wheieas, despite the achievements of dividual female lead-
ers—
(1) women around the world remain vastly underrep-
resented in—
(A) high-level positions; and
(B) national and Tocal legislatures and govern-
‘ments; and
(2) according to the Inter-Parliamentary Uidon,
women aceount for only 24.1 percent of nationial parlia-

mentariang and 18.3 pereent of govéinment mmisters;

Whereas the zibility of women and girls to realize theéir full
potential is eritical to the ability of a country to achieve
strong and lasting economic growth, self-reliance, and po-
litical and sodial stability;

Whereas, althongh the United Nations Millenniwm Projeet
reached the goal of achieving gender pavity in primary
education in most countries in 2015, moré work remains.
to be done to aehieve g'end'_er' equality in primary and sec-
ondary education, and particularly in seeondary education
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worldwide as gender gaps persist and widen, by address-
Ing—
(1) discritninatory practices;
(2) eultural norms;
(3-) madéguate samtation fa‘ci_lities_;
(4) child, early, and foreed marriage; and
(5) other factors that favor boys or devalue girls’

education;

Whereas women around the world face a wvariety of con-
straints that severely limit their econemie participation
and productivity and temain underrepresented in the
labor force;

Wlicreas women’s ceonomic ctapowerment is - ihcxtrieably
linked to a myriad of other human rights that are essen-
tial to the ability of women to thrive as economic actors,
including-—

(1) living lives tree of violence and exploitation;

(2) ach’iﬁving the highest possible standard of health
and well-being;

(3) enjoying full legal and human rights, such as ae-
cess to registration, identification, and eitizenship doeu-
ments, and freedom of movemerit;

(4) benefitting from formal and informal education;

(5) benefitting from equal protection of and aceess
to land and property rights;

(6'_) receiving avcess to fundamental labor riglits;

(7) the implementation of policies to address dis-
proportionate care burdens; and

(8) receiving business and management skills and

leadership oppotrtunities;
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Whereas-closing the global gender gap in labor markets could
increase worldwide gross domestic product by as much as
$28,000,000,000,000 by 2025;

Whereas, pursuant to seetion 3(h) of the Women's Entrepie-
neurship and Eeonomie Eimpowerment Aet of 2018 (Pub-
lic Leaww 115—428), it is the international development co-
operation policy of the United States—

(1) to reduce gender disparities with respect to cco-
nomie, social, political, educational, amd -cultural re-
sources, wealth, opportunities, and services;

(2) to strive to eliminate gender-based violence and
mitigate its harmful effects on ndividuals and commu-
nities inchiding tinongh efforts to develop standards and
capacity to reduce gender-hased violence in the workplace
and other places wlhere women work;

{3) to suppo.rt activities that secure private property
rights and land tenure for women in developing countries,
including—

(A) legal frameworks that give women equal
rights to own, register, use; profit from, and inherit
land .and property;

{B) improving legal literacy to enable women to
exercise the vights deseribed in subparagraph (A);
and

() mproving the capacity of law enfoicement
and cormmunity leadets to enforee such rights;

{(4) to nmiercase the capability of women and girls to
fully exercise their rights, determine their life outeomes,
assume leadership voles, atid influenece decision making in
households, communitics, and sociéties; and

(5) to improve the aceess of women and girls to edu-
cation, particularly 'h'i_gh_e_'r" ecucation opportunities in

business, finance, and management, in order to enhanee
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financial literacy and business development, management,
and strategy skills;

Whereas, aceording to the World Health Organization, global
maternal mortality decreased by approximately 44 per-
cent between 1990 and 2015, yet approximately 830
‘women and girls continue to die from preventable causes
relating to pregnancy ot childbirth cach day, and 99 per-
cent of all m:_a.ter_nal' deaths oceur in developing countries;

Whercas the Office of the United Nations IHigh Commis-
stoner for Refugees reports that women and girls com-
prise approximately %% of ‘the 68,500,000 refugees and
internally. displaced or stateless individuals. in the world;

Whereag it is imperative
(1) to alleviate violence and diserimination against
women and girls; and
(2) to afford women every opportunity to be full and
productivé members of their communities; and

Whereas March 8, 2019, is recognized as International Wom-
en's Day, a global day—

(1) to celebrate the cconomie, political, and social
achievements -of women in the past, present, and future;
and

(2) to recognize the obstacles that women face in the
strugele for equal rights and opportunities: Now, there-
fore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—
2 (1) supports the goals of International Woinen’s

3 Day;



CAN19201

—

T N N N e S o T S e . .

10
(2) recognizes that the empowerment of women

is inextricably lirked to the potential of a countiy to

generate
(A) ceonomie g;_rro\-vtl'l';._
{B} sustainable d'e}_no_e_l_'aqy; and
(C) inclusive security;

(3) recognizes and honors individuals in the
United States and around the world, including
women human rights defenders and cvil society
leaders, who have worked thronghout history te cu-
sure that women are guarantced _equ_alit_y and hasie
human rights;

(4) recognizes the unique cultural; historieal,
and religious differences throughout the world and
urges the United States Government to aet with re-
speet and understandiig toward legitimate dit-
ferences when promoting: any policies;

(5) reaffirms the comimitment—

(A) to end discrimination and violenee

‘against women and girls;

(B) to ensure the safety, health, and weol-
fare of women and girls;

(C) to pursue policies that guarantee the
fundamental human rights of womern and girls

worldwide; and
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(D) to promote meanirigful and significant
partieipation of women in every aspect of soci-
ety and community;.

(6) supports sustainable, measurable, and glob-
al development. that secks to dachieve gender cquality
and the empowerment of women and girls; and

(7) encourages. the people of the United States
to observe International Womien’s Day with appro-

priate programs and activities.



